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Girardeau’s Triumph. 


CERTIFICATE AS TO WEIGHTS. 


Monticetxo, Fra., July 15th, 1895. 
We certify that Mr. Girardeau weighed in our presence six of his new 


“Triumph” Watermelons, ‘their weights being 67, 68, 68 70. 71 and 76 Ibs. 
Total for the six melons, 420 pounds. 


T. M. PULESTON, 
County JUDGE, 

R. C. PARKHILL, 
CLERK CIRCUIT COURT. 

JAS. S. DENHAM, 
MAYOR OF MONTICELLO. 


This new melon, asa market sort and for shipment, is the best I have ever intro- 
duced. Itis very prolific, very early and of uniformly large size. It is a cross 
between the Duke Jones and Kolb Gem; has the fine, handsome appearance of the former 
and the fine shipping qualities of the latter. The rind, like the Duke Jones, is of dark 
green color, the seed exactly the same color as those of the Kolb Gem As a table melon 
it is of much better flavor than the Kolb Gem. The average size of the melon is very 
large. I gathered from 2} acres 2418 melons weighing over 40 pounds each. 
tively speaking there was no small melons on the vines 
stock of these seed is very limited. 


Com para- 
at time of harvesting seed. My 


SWEETHEART. 


This new melon was introduced in the West in 1894, and the past season was very 
popular in the Western markets. I gave it a fair trial and found it very prolific, very 
large and of excellent flavor. It is nothing more nor less than a light colored (gray) 
Kolb Gem. It ships as well as the Kolb Gem and seems to be exactly the same melon 
except in color of rind. This is a good melon to plant for shipment, and will bring better 
prices on the market than the Kolb Gem, being something new. 
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THE «+ BLUE*GEM. 


THE GRANDEST SHIPPING MELON 
YET INTRODUCED. 


For the past few years the large melon growers of Southwest Georgia, the largest melon district 
in the South, have been looking about for a melon that would rival the justly famous Ko!b Gem. 
‘The latter had its objections, though as fine a shipper as any one could wish for, it was not so fine 
aa table melon, and as all shippers planted them there was too much of a sameness in appear- 
ance of melons shipped and, from experience, it was found in the large markets of the North and 
West, that any other melon would sell better than the Kolb Gem, not on account of the inferi- 
ority of the latter, but simply on account of a change, sometbing different from the great bulk of 
stock offered (all Kolb Gems) This rival of the Kolb Gem has been found in the ‘‘ Biue Gem ” 
The origin of this new melon is not positively Known. It seems to bea cross between the Kolb 
Gem and the Jones melon. Itis a better table melon than the Kolb Gem and, asa shipper, it is 
even better than the latter, if such a thing was possible. A grower writes of it: ‘It is said that 
you can tie a ‘ Blue Gem’ to the rear end of a train and it will reach the most distant market in 
perfect condition.’? ‘his new melon shows up well iu a car, and its dark bluish color does not 
show bruises as much as the lighter colored melons. I wrote to a few of the largest melon grow- 
ers of Georgia asking their opinion as to which variety of melon was the most popular and the 
favorite in their districts, and below you will find their replies, which show that the ‘* Blue Gem” 
has distanced all competitors and is far in the lead as a market and shipping melon. These letters 
are from the largest growers of melons in Georgia. 


HARDAWAY, GA., Oct. 5th, 1895. bluish color makes it show up nicely ina car, and it 
Your favor of the 2nd inst. at hand and noted. The | 40es not show bruises near so quick as ligt colored 
“BlueGem” is the favorite melon in this section for | Melons. Iship realy ome to 1% cars. 
long distance shipments. I have grown many varieties 9 ’ y on 
during the past eight years, and t think this melon is W. H. NEWSON. 
superior as a shipper to any that] haveever grown It 
is also a very sightly melon and a yery fine eating OCHLOCKNEE, GA., Oct. 5th, 1895. 


ESET Meloulis laueoleo Bcomnclntehienseation esata Yours to hand and contents noted. Will say in re- 
of ihe Georela OiAGae uk ea Rtn DES are prow anda few | bly macy Ostanconn an ern and enter wees 
other varieties inasnall way. Probably ninety-nine eR Bee 2oreo the cBilve Gem” vn quite a favorite 
acres out of a hundred are planted in the “ BlueGem.” | with the Southwest Georgia growers. It grows much 
Yours traly, PUTNEY larger and shows up much better than any other sort 

F, F, PUTNEY. when put upon the market, 


BosToN, GA., Oct. 9th, 1895. Respeotany je SINGLE 


In reply to yours of 7th, will say that the Kolb Gem, 


as you are EDS: has been a prea travorre for atu nmi Der PELHAM, GA., Oct. 4th, 1895. 
of years, but the past season the ‘ ue Gem ”’ has been z 
SNe popular and will be universally planted another Bae aoe popular quelonen »wn here now is the 
season. ‘Yours very truly, ue Gem. yy J. L. HAND 
E. R. WHALEY. - hb. > 
ALBANY, GA., Oct. 7th, 1895. BACONTON, GA., Oct. 5th, 1895. 


In reply to your letter of the 2nd will say that the In reply to yours of $o4d, will say the melon you call 
“Blue Gem” is the favorite with Melon growers here. | «piyeGem" is certainly ahead of any melon now 


It is considered as good a shipper as the Kolb Gem and | jnown in this section for either long or short distance 


a much better melon another cee vente: shipment. Yours truly, 
EN nN T. J. GLANSIER, 
’ A. P. VASON. 1, Gas 
DIXIE, GA., Oct. 9th, 1895. | Boston, Ga., Oct. 4th, 1895, 


If you want a shipper that will go around the world Most growers here think very highly of the “ Blue 
you can safely select the * Blue Gem.’’ Itis said of this | Gem.” Most sincerely, b 
variety that you can tie one tothe rear end of a train A, J. STANALAND. 
and it will reach any market in fine condition. | 
Yours very truly, - ae OFFICE OF NELSON & VICK. 
ABD, ESD The Largest Fruit and Melon Dealers in Georgia. 
BACoNnTON, GA., Oct. 11th, 1895. | MEIGS, GA., Oct, 22nd, 1895. 


In reply to yours of the 7th inst., will say the “Blue | yours of 2nd to hand. Every one here have gone crazy 
Gem” is considered the best for shipping and quality | on the “Blue Gem” melon. itis a very fine melon, and 
of all ever planted here. Yours, ships well, about as wellas the Kolb Gem, and we can 

ROBT. J. BACON. | make a great many more to theacre of the a Blue Gem,”’ 
ALBANY, GA., Oct. 18th, 1895. | Yours truly, J. H. NELSON & CO. 

Your letter of enquiry about the favorite melon with | E t _ 
our growers in this section for long distance shipments ALBANY eas Oct. 19th, 1895. 
received. | Yours tohand. The ‘Blue Gem”’ is the favorite, and 

The ‘‘BlueGem ’'is by far the favorite. It is a | by far the best shipper for long distances. a 
strong, Vigorous grower, good size and early, its dark | A. J. FLEETWOOD, 


- = DUKE JONES. - 


This grand new melon, during the past season, has again proven its great popularity and 
has given satisfaction wherever tried. I can safely say that none finer grows. Extra early, extra 
large, very prolific and of finest flavor; it is a favorite both for shipment and for home use. 


LIVINGSTON, FLA., Oct. 5th, 1895. BEAMAN, IowA, Oct. 8tb, 1895. 
The ‘Duke Jones” watermelon surpassed unythio Your letter has been forwarded to me. The Duke 
in the way of watermelons that I have ever raised. Jones is a great melon, being extra large and hand- 


hed, I suppose, at least 1,000 that weighed from 40 to75 | some, but for home use we prefer your Florida Favorite. 
pounds each T took the blue ribbon of the county. I | For market, | would only plant Duke Jones, 


sent the largest melon to the Reporter office of any that | Yours truly, 2 
was feut to the town of Orlando. | Wer. Ww cl 
Yours respectfully, | Of Drayton, Island, Fla 


JNU. R. JEFFERS. 


* DRLAND, Oct. 7-h, 1895. epg Sas ero wn by Mr. Me M. ae dean, of Monti- 
—~ ~Yours of 2a to hand. Ino reply, I would say that l was cello, and we are here to tell you that no finer grows 
very acl pleased with ihe Paice Jones wo torbablon, any wher e. Mr. Girardeau takes special pains witn the 
Taey ripened well out to the rind, and were highly col- cultivation of this variety, aud they are among the best 
ored. I touk one that weighed 86 pouads over to George | that is prodaced in this section. 
W. Fisher, of DeLand, who sold the seed for you, and 
told him to leave ita week in his show window ‘and then 
eat it. Yours truly, 
Cc. E. LOTT. 


SrANTON, FLA., Oct. 11th, 1895. 


[made some very fine melons of the “Duke Jones’ 
variety; was much pleased with ube Respectfully, 
.S. J. MCKENNEY 


OFFICE OF AGENT S., F. & W. Ry., 
MONTICELLO, FLA., Nov. 20th, 1893. 


Mr. W.M. Girardeau loaded for shipment over our 
ruad ten or twelve cars of his new melons, “Juke 
Jones.”’ In size they were simply immense; several of 
the cars would average 40 pounds to the melon. In no 
case did he put in car over 850 melons, and on every car 
| he shipped there was a Ireight charge tor excess weight 
(above limit all »wed of 24,0 0 pounds). I can say, with- 


BRANFORD, FLA., Oct. 7th, 1895 out hesitation, that these were the finest melons I have 
Ad F ‘ , 1895. 
: . ever seen; in flavor, the y were del cious. 

In making my report on watermelon raising the past . J. WRiGHY, Agt. S., F. & W. Ry. 
season, I will say, planted the “Duke Jones” and 4 7 
Georgia Rattlesnake on the same day and on the same CLNCISNATI, OnIO, July Ist, 1893. 


kind of land and gave each the same attention. I 
shipped the “Duke Jones’? ten days before the Georgia 
Rattlesnakes were realy for shipment. I prize the | 
“Duke Jones" for its early maturity aud good qualities 


W. M. GIRARDFAU, MONTICELLO, FLA.: Dear Sir—- 
Your second car of ‘Duke Jones” to hand. They are 
very fine. Such stock will sell well, no matter wha’ 
condition the market isin. Ship more of same. 


for shipping. Respectfully, Yours truly 
a y = 5 A} 
JOHN W. DALE. J. LEVERONE & GO. 
PASADENA, PLA., Oct. 7th, 1895. CLEVELAND, On10, Noy. 29th, 1893. 
In reply to yours of 2d, [ will say that I was very well W. M. GIRARDEAU, MONTICELLO, FLA.: Dear Sir— 


pleased with the “Duke Jones’ melon seed [got of you | we had tne pleasure of handling several cars the past 
lastseason, | think the “Duke Jones’’ is the best ship- | season of your “Duke Jones” watermelons, and we are 

per. the “Georgia Rattlesnake and your “New Favor- | pleased to say that they are the finest variety of melons ° 
ite” did fairly well. Phe “Seminole,” I think, the best | that we have ever handled, making the best appearance 

melon to eat, and they bear well, better than any of the’ gnq being the best eating melon. Yours truly, 


other varieties, but not so good a shipper. We prefer | W.E. BIGALOW & CO 
the ‘Duke Jones” above any other variety we planted. Lo: : 
Very truly, &e., GONZALES, TEXAS, Noy. 27th, 1893. 

W.SHEEK. DEAR Srr—Yours of 18th Oct. hand. In response to 

= rr. sOF your letter, [ must let you know tat the ‘Duke Jones” 

VALRICO. PLA., Oct. 13th, 189, watermelon dit wat never any oter melon dit do wit 


Yours of 2d to hand, and willsay for the “Duke Jones’ | me. I never hat such melons since Iam in Texas; the 
that it is, without doubt,the best melon we have ever | ground vos literally c »vered vit melons, I hardely coult 


g own and the best we bave ever eaten. bot my foot down on the ground without stepping on a 
Yours truly, melon. I had the Improvet Tixie Plantet sid by sid, but 
W.E. WINDHORST. wer ther vas one Tixie ther vas ten “Duke Joes’ on the 


Same space and all melons like Beer Barrels. I am 
From Thomasville (Ga.) Times, of June 27th, 1898: Mr. | planting mellons now for 15 years, but I hat never suche 

Keefer, the hustling nanager of the ice w orks, called | cropin quantite or qualite. Danking you forthe kind- 

the re porter in yes‘erday afternoon and eut one of the ness of sending me the seed, I am, truly yours, 

finest melons we eversaw. It was of the “Duke Jones” JOSEPH GRASSE, Gonzales, Texas. 


For fifteen years I have been engaged in growing melon seed for the trade. During thepast 
ten years have perfected and introduced five of the finest melons known in the United States, to- 
wit: “Girardeau’s Triumph,” ‘Duke Jones,’’ ‘‘Girardeau’s New Favorite,’”’ ‘Florida Favorite’ 
and ‘‘Seminole.’? Wherever these melons are planted their’ praises aresung. My seed are grown 
in asemi-tropical climate, the home of the melon, where they attain their greatest perfection, and 
I use every care to have them pure and true to name, and to attain this end is no smail undertak- 
ing Each variety must be separated from every other sort; if possible, not planted within half 
mile of any other variety. Although I have a great many varieties, they are all grown in strict 
accordance with this rule. ‘To do this, I have been compelled to let the contract t» grow each sep- 
arate variety to as many different reliable farmers, each well separated. Exuch crop is grown un- 
der my personal supervision, so that I can safely guarantee the purity of each variety I offer. If 
you will send me a memorandum of your needs in my line, I will give you as low prices as pure 
seed can be offered at. I can growseed as cheaply as any 01e can. Labor is very cheap and land 
rent is low, and I defy competition. Shipm2nts made whenever ordered. Payment March 1st; 
next. Respectfully, 


W. M. GIRARDEAU, Monticello, Fla. 


REF HERANCHS: 


JEFFERSON COUNTY STATE BANK, Monticello, Fla. 


HON. S. PASCO, Monticello, Fla. 
HON. L, B. WOMBWELL, Tallahassee, Fla. 


LIST OF SEED | HAVE TO OFFER FOR NEXT SEASON. 


GIRARDEAU’ S TRIUMPH, (NEw) | JONES. 

¥ DUKE JONES, sf JUMBO. 

if NEW FAVORITE. DARK ICING. 

P FLORIDA FAVORITE. | KOLB GEM. 

% SEMINOLE. MOUNTAIN SWEET. 
BLUE GEM, (NEw) JORDAN’S GRAY MONARCH. 
SWEETHEART, (New) ICE CREAM 
MAMMOTH IRONCLAD. AUGUSTA OR GEORGIA RATTLESNAKE. 
CUBAN QUEEN. LONG LIGHT ICING. 
PRIDE OF GEORGIA. | DIXIE. 


eS ee eee eee << 
ENDORSEMENT OF HON. L. B. WOMBWELL. 
AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT SYVATE OF FLORIDA, 
COMMISSIONERS’ OFFICE, ‘’ALLAHASSEE, Oct. 16th, 1895. rt 

Having hada personal acquaintance with Mr. W. M. Girardeau for many years, it affords 
me great pleasure to say that his thorough knowledge of and long practical experience in horti- 
cultural pursuits entitles any writings or advice offered by him on such subjects to full and favor- 
able consideration. He is one of the most successful horticulturists in the State, and I consider 
him worthy the fullest confidence. Respectfully, 


L. B. WOMBWELL Commissioner of Agriculture 


—— 


HARWESTING GIANT BEGGAR WEED FOR HAY. 


This is a valuable forage plant and a wonderfui restorer of the Jana, far more valuable as a fertilizer than either 
Peas or Clover, and superior to either for forage; besides, it has the great advantage over both the above in that it 
does not have to be planted each year, for when once established in the soil it comes up annually without any 
further attention. It interferes with no crop that you may plant, being easily kept under by cultivation, and it 
can easily be totally eradicated from the soil by two years successive pasturing. This feature, too, adds to its great 
value, for some valuable forage plants~become actually the worst of pests (as bad as Cocoa), when you wish to de- 
vote the land on which they are established to the cultivation of some other crops. This plant isa rank feeder— 
with deep feeding roots—and brings up from the sub-soil the dormant fertilizing elements deposited there for 
years, and deposit them on the surface when they shed their foliage in the fall. Land in this State which six years 
ago would not vield more than eight bushels of Corn per acre, and actually too poor to cultivate, now seeded in this 
Giant Beggar Weed, readily yields twenty to twenty-five bushels per acre with never an ounce of fertilizer used on 
it. If you want the best fertilizer and the cheapest—seed your lands in Giant Beggar Weed. For forage it has no 
equal. Hogs, Cows, Horses and Mules fatten on it whcn nothing else will bring them out, and they will refuse any 
other food when they can get Beggar Weed. Old worn-out Horses and Mules when turned in Beggar Weed pasture 
will get sleek and fat without further attention. Farniers will make no mistake in investing in Beggar Weed. The 
seed are very small and light. About five (5) pounds will thoroughly secd an acre. 


What the Commissioner of Agriculture of Florida 
Says of this Valuable Plant, 


Beggar Weed has been to Florida what Clover 
has been to Tennessee and Kentucky, and Peas ta 
Georgia and Alabama. But it is superior to either, 
in that it will thrive on much poorer land 
than either of the above and it never requires re- 
seeding, and it certainly is more fattening to stock 
of all sorts than any forage plant known, besides it 
improves and enriches the land each year on which 
it grows, and this without the expense of turning 
it under with the plow. I certainly, without hesi- 
tation, can advise every farmer in the South to 
give this valuable forage planta trial; he will not 
be disappointed with results. 

L. B. WoMBWELL, 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 


What U.S. Senator Pasco has to say of it. 


3eggar Weed has certainly been a blessing to the 
farmers of Florida. It has enriched their lands, and 
furnished at the same time, the best forage known 
in the South for all sorts of stock. Hogs, cattle, 
mules and horses alike thrive and fatten on it, and 
it has never been known to produce hoven or bloat 
in cattle as clover, peas and alfalfa are so apt to do. 
Every farmer and stock-grower in the South 
should give this valuable plant a trial. 


——————— 


Showing Style of Growtb. 8. Pasco. 


